


Sonder: the realisation that every other person lives a life as

vivid and complex as your own. 

 

On a regular school day, it’s easy to be swept away by the

motion of things: a teacher stands at the front of the class for

an hour or so, leaves, and another teacher enters. The fast

pace of school life rarely grants us the chance to understand

the multidimensional lives that our teachers lead, and much less

for us to express our appreciation for them. 

 

Raffles Press’ 2021 Teachers’ Day Special Edition seeks to

showcase the fascinating things that our teachers do outside of

school. From introductions (“Just Joined”) to hobbies (“Bet You

Didn’t Know”), to origin stories (“Before I was a Teacher”), and

active lifestyles (“We Like to Move It”), we hope that you’ll have

fun finding out more about your teachers! Simply click on the

titles to be linked to a web version of the article. 

 

Through the process of putting together this edition, the Raffles

Press batch has come to learn so much more about our

teachers. Thank you to the teachers who generously agreed to

being interviewed! We found their stories—both inside and

outside of school—to be a great source of inspiration. We hope

that you, reader, will experience the same wonder as we did. 

 

And finally, to our teachers, who this day is all about:

Happy Teachers’ Day! 

 

Mei Feifei (22A13A), Raffles Press Chairperson
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Click on the code to watch

Press' IGTV special, where

we ask some of the teachers

featured in these pages to

give their answers to some

questions!

WHAT'S YOUR STORY?

"You don't need to return me (the

money), the kindness that I've given to

you, give it to another person who

needs it."

These were the words of Ms Wang

Juat Yong to her student who was

struggling financially.

Today, with 650 days to RI200, Office

of Alumni Relations & Archives would

like to honour RI's educators, past and

present.
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Bet YouBet You
Didn't Know!Didn't Know!

By Azzahra Osman (22S03P) and Ting Kaily (22S03P)
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Why did you choose to go to China for university?

I played volleyball on the international students' team as an undergraduate at Peking

University in China. Being part of such a diverse team was difficult as we joined the sport

with different objectives in mind, which occasionally caused disagreements and

unhappiness. It did not help that everyone had varying degrees of fluency in Mandarin, so

communication was sometimes less than ideal. 

 

Another issue was that the international students’ team was separate from the local

students’ team, which made us feel a little unwelcome. Looking back, it might have been

better if we played within our own separate faculties instead. As for the sport itself, it is

exactly as you see it - fast, and painful. It was tough, because I am not very tall. I have

had bruises and injuries throughout the years playing the sport. 

I didn’t choose to go to China – I simply jumped at whichever agency was willing to give me a

scholarship to go overseas to study Economics, which happened to be MOE. I wanted to go

overseas very badly because I wanted to broaden my exposure, and to be more independent.

Adjusting to living in China was quite painful at first. It was a totally different culture:

everyone was so much smarter and more hardworking than me. I remember crying often in my

first 6 months there but I guess it was truly a growing process. And today, I love the country’s

history, food and lots more! 

 

Who is Ms Chew? 

Hi Ms Chew, what was playing volleyball in university

like?

Ms Jeannie Chew Li LianMs Jeannie Chew Li Lian
Department: Economics

An ex-business owner, a drums enthusiast, a

volleyball player in her undergraduate years in

China, and a self-directed learner of the Japanese

language… is there anything that Ms Chew has not

tried her hands at?

1 search result found



What was your experience like running your

own business in research and consultancy?

You enjoy playing the drums too. When and

why did you start playing the drums?

I have always loved beats, but unfortunately did not have the time to learn and

practice. Now, I am slowly starting to pick it up again. I LOVE TVXQ (the K-pop band

– which I interestingly I only got to know about last year after watching a recording

of their concert) and Mayday (the Taiwanese band) – their beats are crazy sick. I

want to be able to play some of their songs soon!

We heard that you know a little bit of Japanese.

How did you learn the language? 

I have been learning Japanese on my own! It isn't easy as there is no syllabus or set of

materials that you can just practice with — unless I want to spend money, of course. I

chose to source for videos on YouTube instead! This was quite a challenge in itself, but

I’m glad I did it. 

I regret not taking Japanese as a Third Language in school. However, with recent

inspiration from TVXQ (who speak Japanese too), I'm picking it up now. Hopefully, work

and life do not stop me from learning it.

Being my own boss was very tough – it is not as romantic as how it is depicted in

the media. You bear all the risks that come with running a business and so you

worry about it every day. For instance, one challenge I faced was collaborating

with my business partner. He gave me many excuses such as going overseas with

his girlfriend, when in reality, he was simply not interested in what we were doing

anymore. He “betrayed” me when he suddenly decided that he wanted out after

just a few years. As upset as I was, there was nothing I could do about this. I could

only try my best to salvage what I could, and then I moved on.  



Hi Ms Tan, why did you start dancing?

What kind of dance do you do?

What is one of the most memorable experiences you

have had dancing? 

I’m actually an introvert with a low sense of self-confidence, so I think dancing allows me to open up

and build a little more assertiveness. I have always loved watching dance performances which also

require a lot of courage from the performers to be able to express themselves freely on stage. I

wanted to see if I could overcome my own stage fright, too. 

I have tried many different genres — street jazz, contemporary dance, and hip hop but I guess I am

the most comfortable with street jazz. 

I actually had my first dance performance for NDP 2007, where my entire secondary school cohort had to

dance a ballet routine to the official NDP theme song “There’s No Place I’d Rather Be”. We had to train three

times a week after school, and we had to rehearse on the actual platform on Saturdays as it got nearer to

the day itself. We had to report to school really early, travel all the way to Marina Bay and put on heavy

makeup to rehearse before the NDP previews and actual parade. 

It was really tiring and each rehearsal day ended around 11pm. Despite the long hours, I really had a lot of fun

doing something that I like and that was when I discovered that I probably had a passion for dancing.

Despite being an introvert, learning to dance gave me the courage to express myself on stage, and this

prompted me to join dance during my university days. The dance training sessions in university were even

more hectic and sometimes dragged on until 3am as we had to prepare for competitions against other

university halls. Despite the injuries sustained from dance, I never regretted joining it and it is probably one of

the best memories of my life. However, work is really hectic now and my body aches more as I grow older

even without doing any vigorous activity. I don’t think I will be furthering my interest in dance, unfortunately.

Who is Ms Tan? 

Ms Erdalyn Tan Yeh ThongMs Erdalyn Tan Yeh Thong
Department: Mathematics

A petite and lithe figure dancing to the melodious

numbers of jazz, hip hop and many more. That’s Maths

teacher, Ms Tan, who loves dancing and watching talent

survival shows.

1 search result found

"Live life without any regrets!" -Ms Tan



Hi Mr Tan, why did you start singing? 

What setbacks has your band faced?

I was a huge fan of anime as a kid, and developed a love for singing along to the radio in my parents' car. I

found an outlet that combined these interests online back when YouTube was still new. YouTube then was a

lot less based on virality, and had a lot more to do with small interest groups. I collaborated with other

teenagers around the world to do covers of Japanese songs. Listening to my old recordings always makes me

cringe a little, but at the same time I remember how proud I was of having my 400 subscribers.

Later, I joined a band as their vocalist, and we even took part in a few concerts and competitions (although

we never won anything).

Who is Mr Tan? 

Mr Ashton Tan SiangMr Ashton Tan Siang
Department: Knowledge Skills (GP)

How many of us have belted out to Japanese songs

during karaoke? For Mr Tan, the answer is ‘often’. In fact,

he even uploaded videos of him singing to Youtube when

he was younger, and was also part of a J-rock band with

a group of friends. 

1 search result found

As a teen, I spent hours using Audacity (a digital audio editor) recording and re-recording tracks. I worked

with other aspiring YouTubers from America and sent our vocal tracks back and forth to be spliced together. 

As for my hobbyist band, every competition we took part in is a fond memory for me. One of our members

signed us up for things we had no right taking part in. But these impending performance deadlines really

made us take each jamming session seriously. 

I remember forgetting the lyrics during one performance (and I actually had to take out my phone to

continue!) Super cringey, honestly, but also a treasured memory of the kind of nonsense that we got up to.



 

Our hobby band stopped performing as often as we used to when the member of the band who would get us

opportunities moved to Japan. With Covid-19, we found it difficult to jam together, and our bassist (who is

incredibly talented!) left to spend most of her time in an actually good band. I would love to get back to

jamming with my friends, but it remains to be seen if it's something we can do next year.

However, it's not like singing as a hobby can be fully discarded; I've never stopped singing along to my

favourite Japanese songs in the shower or late at night. Before Covid-19, it was also a regular thing for me to

bring my Nintendo Switch to a friend's for karaoke sessions using microphones and the Joysound app. 

What are some of your favourite memories from

singing? 

 “People should be proud of the ‘weird’ stuff they

enjoy doing, and the cringey things you do today

can also be memorable moments that we should

celebrate as being part of our lives” 

- Mr Ashton Tan



"before Iwas a teacher..."
In this section, we feature
three teachers with exciting
past job experiences and
explore their journey towards
‘teacher-dom’.

https://rafflespress.com/2021/09/01/teachers-day-2021-before-i-was-a-teacher/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/09/01/teachers-day-2021-before-i-was-a-teacher/


STUDENTS OF this eclectic GP teacher might
know him for his multilingual morning greetings,
enthusiastic love for nature and constant
references to classic literature. (He’s also our Press
teacher-in-charge!)

With his immense breadth of knowledge and
meticulous organisational skills, it should hardly
be a surprise that this enigmatic specimen from
the Knowledge Skills Department has lived many
lives before joining Raffles Institution. 

As we met after a GP lesson in HP block for a chat,
Mr Patrick Wong caught me up on just one of his
two past jobs; working in marketing
communications in SPH for 7 and a half years. 

Mr Wong found his calling in the form of an
advertisement in the Classified section of the
Straits Times, “looking for someone who could
write well”. With his wife’s encouragement, Mr
Wong sent in a job application full of his trademark
witticisms and ended up working in (you guessed it)
the Classified section, which at the time was trying
to expand its horizons. Mr Wong quips that it was
such exposure to different facets of life that gave
him his knowledge about the world and all its
complexities. 

Apart from round-the-clock writing and tediously
sorting through pictures to put in advertisements
(long before the existence of stock images), Mr
Wong also picked up useful life skills such as event
organisation, time management and even DJ-ing. 

His time at work also allowed him to form precious
memories with his coworkers, with whom he still
keeps in contact till today. He fondly remembers
the great chemistry he had with his boss, who
interviewed him sporting a Mickey Mouse tie and
even appeared on the same music album as him. 

Mr Wong’s career in SPH saw his steady rise
through the ranks until he was promoted to senior
manager. However, he felt that the new position
did not suit him as he missed his on-the-ground
role, owing to his love for hands-on learning.

Compounded by technological advancements with
the arrival of the internet and the pressing need to
adapt, as well as support his young family, the
stress soon took a toll on his health. The “daily
kick” from meeting his urgent deadlines soon
became draining, and egged on by his wife, Mr
Wong decided to leave SPH. 

While he acknowledged that he left on a rather
bittersweet note, Mr Wong did not regret leaving
his job. As he wisely pointed out, “Things can end
bad; it doesn’t mean they’re all bad”. He took away
numerous valuable lessons, such as leadership skills
from his boss, who always “cared about us [them]
first and protected us [them] from the bosses
above”. 

He also stressed that he wished his younger self
knew he was much more than just a worker: for
example, a friend, a husband and father, and a
“thinker”. 

“To RI students: Slow down more, enjoy the
process and cut yourself some slack.” 

Overall, Mr Wong’s time at SPH has arguably made
him the quirky yet wise and principled teacher he
is. For the 90-something Y5s he teaches, he’s a
sparkling gem full of witticisms, but also a caring
mentor who will always lend his good ear to hear
students out. 

 THE RAFFLES PRESS

Mr Patrick Wong — our beloved press
teacher-in-charge!
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Pressed for Success: Mr Patrick Wong



“I feel that boxing sometimes gets a bad rep
for being a violent, visceral sport, but its
intensity and simplicity taught me a lot.” 

Boxing allowed Mr Fin to realise the threshold of his

endurance and found him a new well of self-

confidence. However, he eventually chose to give it

up, citing the dangers of the sport and his wife’s

persuasion as the key reasons. Afterwards, he

dabbled in playing in a band and was a regular

soldier until he was injured. Eventually, he decided to

pursue teaching, and as they say, the rest is history.

“It was difficult to let boxing go, but teaching had a

similar intensity that I enjoyed. I could apply the same

discipline and endurance from my training into

tackling relentless marking regimes. So, why delay?”

Mr Ariffin Farid, better known to his students as Mr

Fin, describes himself as a ‘complicated’ person. A

former Rafflesian, he led an academic life similar to

ours - spending most of his time as a student in

libraries or in front of a computer - but his

restlessness and compulsion to do something different

led him down an unorthodox path in his youth. 

VS

DIVISION: KNOWLEDGE SKILLS (GP)
 

HOST: CLARA CHAI XINNI (22A01D)

When Mr Fin was eighteen, he signed with a gym,

picking up boxing as a hobby slash part-time job. His

parents weren’t on board with this decision, and they

attended only 3 of his 22 fights. Initially, he did

Olympic boxing, but as he had no interest in

representing Singapore, he eventually transitioned to

semi-pro boxing. After he entered university, he

continued to juggle training and coaching with his

studies. 

Mr Fin’s days usually started at 5am with a long run

before attending school until around 4pm.

Afterwards, he would hit the gym till 10pm, working on

sparring, skipping and weight training. “It was a very

devoted lifestyle,” said Mr Fin. “I was a trained

fighter, so the only payment I received was for

fighting for the gym or taking over classes when

needed.” He would also work with the Singapore Boys

Home on occasion, helping them find purpose in

sports. 

He recalled with amusement how he got knocked out

in his first fight - he was overconfident and

underestimated his opponent, resulting in him

blacking out within the first minute and waking up in

the hospital hours later. 



CONFIDENTIAL PSYCHOLOGICAL REPORT

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY

For a period of three years starting in 2007, before

coming to teach at RI, Mr Larry Lee was a full time

secondary school counsellor. But his journey actually

began seven years prior to that, after a GP tutorial

at Anderson JC — when he noticed a student’s

distress and was there to ask about how she felt,

allowing her to tell her story of family physical

abuse. 

“What struck me was the power of listening intently,”

he told me, “and I subsequently decided this was a

really cool enterprise where you enabled someone

just by listening to their story.”

The questions allowed her to open up,

eventually letting her and her mother to come

out of an abusive relationship; not long after

that, Mr Lee decided to “go the whole hog”

and train to become a full time school

counsellor. 

Upon being asked what a regular day as a

counsellor was like, Mr Lee responded: “Er,

what regular day?”

He and his team of social workers would work

with students in at-risk situations whose

parents could not handle; their profiles

included addictive behaviours, moral

endangerment, and learning disabilities. 

In addition to formal counselling sessions with

students, he also wrote up day programs for

at-risk youth and conducted group civics

lessons. Quarterly, he’d coordinate findings

with Juvenile Courts probation officers and

present assessments to the judge on a child’s

readiness to return to school after they’d

spent time in sheltered facilities such as the

Boy’s/Girl’s home.

The team placed special importance on looking

at family systems as an prominent aspect of case

conceptualization (or in layman terms,

understanding of the clients’ problems) in order to

properly help an at-risk student. This was made

pertinent in light of a tragic case of a boy who

seemed to be fully rehabilitated but still ran away

from his facility. Mr Lee explained, “My work with

him revealed how broken families impacted

children in a way that may be irreversible.” 

Despite having to stop being a counsellor due to

a ministerial decision, Mr Lee revealed that his

experiences there have indeed helped him in

teaching, especially with regards to engaging

and understanding students better.

“[Counselling] allowed me special access to
understanding the mental model of a child; I am
always conscious I should talk less and listen
more.” 

He cited the practice of Unconditional Positive

Regard; providing acceptance and support

regardless of what a client says. Mr Lee

concluded, “I find it immensely rewarding and

privileged to hear [students] tell their stories to

me and to have me as a confidante.”

Mr Larry Lee, Knowledge Skills (GP)

Prepared by Chern Huan Yee, 22S06A 



“Blue ring octopus? Say goodbye. If your thumb happens to be

there, then bye bye!” 

In this Teacher’s Day Special, we explore the thrilling adventures

of our adrenaline-filled teachers: Ms Chuang Sulynn (Literature),

Mr Jason Teo (Economics), Ms Michelle Kwok (Knowledge Skills, KI)

and Ms Shafarina Binte Sujak (Knowledge Skills, GP). 

we like to move it 

Mr Jason Teo

Ms Shafarina Binte Sujak

Ms Michelle Kwok

Ms Chuang Sulynn

By Faith Ho (22A01A) and Mei Feifei (22A13A)

https://rafflespress.com/2021/09/01/teachers-day-2021-we-like-to-move-it/
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“Since I’m so slow, I might as well pick up trash,

right?” —Ms Chuang

Ms Chuang has been an active paddler since her

JC days when she was part of the dragon boat

team. “For some reason I thought a canoeing

CCA in JC was going to be the same kind of fun

as kayaking [casually], [but] turns out it was

actually flat water racing,” Ms Chuang recalled.

“It’s just going faster and faster in a boat.” 

After graduating from JC, Ms Chuang tried out a

variety of other paddling sports such as outrigger

canoeing but eventually fell in love with surf

skiing. She owns a second-hand surfski that she

brings out to sea every weekend. 

Ms Chuang has also picked up a side quest on

her surfski trips: picking up trash in the ocean.

“This is a mess in the ocean,” she said as she

pointed at herself. “And this,” she holds up a

picture of trash, “is a mess in the ocean.” 

Ms Kwok’s scuba diving journey started when her

brother—already a certified divemaster at that time—

offered to sponsor and accompany her for a diving

course after she graduated from university. Scuba

diving soon became her weekend hobby.  

Ms Shafa started cycling this year after her old sports

injuries got worse. Why cycling? “Let’s pick a sport

that can keep me fit but at the same time not put too

much pressure on my limbs,” she had told herself.

“Though I was wrong.” 

Similar to Ms Shafa, Mr Teo was inspired to try out

diving because of an injury. A right anterior cruciate

ligament (ACL) tear from playing football had

stopped him from continuing wakeboarding. “I

figured since I love being in the water, I [should] try

my hand at diving. It’s supposed to be slower and less

stressful on my knee,” he shared.    

He looks back on his training dives in Pulau Hantu with

much fondness. “Honestly speaking, it should have

scared me off diving… But I had a few friends join me

in diving and enjoyed the company as much as the

diving.” 

STARTING OUT

Bull sharks in Beqa Lagoon, Fiji, that are hand-fed

tuna by expert Fijian divers. Tourist divers (like Ms

Kwok) come from all over the world to witness the

breakfast spectacle.

 
 



Taking part in a sport also introduced them to new

communities and strengthened existing bonds.  

Pre-Covid, Ms Chuang was in the dragon boating

team for MOE. She would participate in the annual

Singapore Civil Service Games with her team—a

“usually one-sided” competition because the SAF and

SPF had paid time off to train for it. The MOE team

only trains three times a year, right before the

competition.

However, she gleefully added, “While the teachers

may not be fit together, we are usually quite fit

individually [...] which is why it’s very disgraceful for

the Ministry of National Development when they post

that they were beaten only by the army, police and

teachers.”

Team MOE at the Singapore Civil Service

Games (pre-Covid).

NEW PEOPLE, NEW EXPERIENCES

Ms Kwok with her diving buddies on Dive Gaia—a liveaboard on which divers eat,

sleep, rest, dive. It travels to multiple dive sites so that divers can explore the best

dive locations in a region over an extended period of time.

Similarly, Ms Kwok bonds with her diving pals over “goofy things for fun”. On a diving trip to

Indonesia during the National Day holidays, she and a group of friends “brought [the] Singapore

flag underwater” and filmed a short video. They have also tried the mannequin challenge

underwater.



times she cycled with her younger children, she could see their concern for her as she was

certainly the slowest (though she added with a smile, “Now, of course, I can overtake

them!”). Her 12-year-old would often lead the way whilst her 10-year-old would be faster,

but they often looked back to check on how she was doing. 

 

“Sports in many forms and manners brings out character in

you.” - Ms Shafa

“It’s made me realise how much they have

changed, how much of a different person

[they are], and the character they have

now acquired,” said Ms Shafa, on cycling

with her children.

To Ms Shafa, cycling is not just a way for her to

keep fit, but also an activity to spend time with

her children. When the Covid-19 measures were

more relaxed, she would cycle around

Singapore with her four children, taking full

advantage of the Park Connector Network to

explore the island. “[We] make it a point to

have a pit stop in restaurants that we’ve never

been to before, [such as going to a] traditional

Indian teh tarik store.”

Ms Shafa felt that she managed to “see a lot of

my children's character, traits and personalities

just by cycling with them”. During the first few 



For our teachers, another allure of sports is the

opportunity it provides them with to visit different

places. During the Heightened Alert measures, Ms

Shafa’s solo cycling trips allowed her to find various

“hidden gems” around Singapore. 

Her favourite cycling spot? “Arab street area - I love

the architecture of the place, the feels, the vibes!”

Ms Kwok shared about how diving exposed her to a

different world underwater. When asked what are

the best places to dive, she laughed and remarked,

“I’m a KI teacher, so ‘best' is relative! The Indo-

Pacific region is good for diving - I saw different

kinds of coral in Indonesia, whale sharks in the

Philippines.” She listed a number of things she saw,

from clownfish to bobtail squid to harlequin shrimp,

the “sexy shrimp that’s very cute”.

STEPPING   NTO THE UNKNOWN

Mr Teo, too, had one of his best memories of diving

overseas at Sipadan. “It was a truly magical place

which [the] legendary explorer Jacques Cousteau

referred to as an ‘untouched piece of art’. You just

wander about 30m into the water and you are met

with this vertical drop which is supposed to plunge

2000m straight down to the sea floor.”

"I remember the trepidation I had peering over the

deep end and seeing just darkness and no end in

sight.” 

Limbeh Straits, Indonesia: Thor amboinensis, also

known as squat shrimp or sexy shrimp

Ms Chuang credited paddling for giving her a

greater appreciation for the wonders of the

ocean. “I personally suspect that Singaporeans

don’t actually know how beautiful Singapore is [...]

I really enjoy my own country being beautiful.” 

“I also really like turtles so whenever I see a turtle

I’m like ‘Yay best weekend ever!’” She laughed,

and added, “So, every weekend is the best

weekend ever!”

It has also brought her overseas. “Dragon boating

takes you to different places - I’ve paddled in

Canada and Hong Kong.” 

“I never in my wildest dreams thought I would one

day be diving with a whale.” Mr Teo recalled a

memorable dive in Thailand. 



However, participating in sports also comes with its

own share of risks. 

“I went to Hong Kong to do a long-distance race

but because Singapore has very small waves, I was

completely unprepared when I went [there],” Ms

Chuang shared. “I read the tide chart wrongly [...]

the waves were two times the height I thought they

were.” 

“Safety procedures are very important,” she

emphasised, observing the experience, “I could

have died if things had gone wrong.” 

Ms Kwok also related a dangerous incident when

she was diving. “I was in Indonesia [...] with my

buddy who at that time was not an experienced

diver and more anxious in nature. We went into the

water [...] I felt pain in my ears, and I looked at my

diving computer and realised I was at 12m which is

way too fast.”

R
“The divemaster was just in front of me and he was

like “abort dive, abort dive”. We were in a down-

and-out current, [and the] current was pushing us

downwards and out into the open sea. But it was

not so easy; the current is pushing you down, you

have to fin your way up but you have to do it safely

and slowly.” 

“I tried to ascend but my buddy was panicking. She

had a panic attack underwater and took shallow

breaths. I literally had to grab onto [her] shoulders,

shake her and go ‘look at me, now breathe’ while

telling her ‘please fin please fin’.”

Eventually, she managed to calm her partner down.

While the entire incident only took place within “ten

minutes and it’s over, very short”, Ms Kwok remarked,

“We were recounting the whole incident back on the

boat and realised how fortunate we were because

we could have been swept out to sea.” 

NEW DISRUPTIONS
Before Covid-19 struck, Ms Kwok went on

dives at least twice a year. However, she’s

only managed to dive once since January—a

day trip at Pulau Hantu. She deeply misses

longer, overseas trips where she could

squeeze in “a bit of shopping, a bit of resort

life, whatever I feel like [doing] with my

friends.” Now, she is limited to local diving

sites where waters are murky and visibility is

poor.

For Ms Shafa, she “cannot bring [the] whole

gang down” whenever safe management

measures are tightened. Before Phase 2

Heightened Alert, she would take a stroll

along the beach with her family as an 

intermission in their cycling trip, but she’s

only been able to bring out her second

youngest son (nicknamed ‘H3’) for a while.

Nonetheless, she’s thankful that she can still

cycle in these unprecedented times: “it

keeps me sane [and] grounded—it’s part of

my self-care regime.”  

O C K Y E X P E R I E N C E S



Anilao, Philippines: Melibe

Colemani, the “Holy Grail” of

nudibranchs (sea slugs)

Pygmy seahorses: hard to find

(well camouflaged among sea

fans and soft coral), hard to

photograph (very shy and

small), and they can be

bleached from the bright

lights from a camera’s flash.

Photographed by Ms Kwok in

Anilao, Philippines. 

An orange painted frogfish

that can expand its stomach

to swallow animals up to twice

its size. Photographed by Ms

Kwok in Moalboal, Philippines. 

SAVE OUR WORLDSAVE OUR WORLD

“Scuba divers are a different breed, and most are into marine conservation. With that comes the

sustainability focus.” To Ms Kwok, diving lets her see what happens underwater: the impacts of how land

activity affects the marine ecosystem and in turn, humans.

She stands by the mantra that “diving is a lifestyle”: divers usually say no to shark’s fin and unsustainable

seafood and swap out for more sustainable fish to give the fish population time to regenerate. “More

people need to see the underwater world,” Ms Kwok asserted.

Ms Kwok with Mr Hawksbill Turtle! 



Perhaps marine conservation would move to the forefront of environmental

discussions if we had the opportunity to witness first-hand the beauty of the

ocean. (Like Mr Teo who stood “in the middle of a tornado of thousands of

barracudas just circling around” during his trip to Sipadan.)

During her trips, Ms Chuang had picked up a sizeable volume of plastics and

waste in the ocean. “It’s good to remember that human beings are not the

masters of this planet,” Ms Chuang remarked disapprovingly. “The ocean is still

vastly unexplored. We should take better care of it, [and] we shouldn’t throw

plastic in it.” 

Our interview with Ms Chuang ended with her stressing upon the fact that “the

ocean is a dangerous place, but also a place of wonder.” In true Literature tutor

fashion, she closed off with a line from a poem: 

“for whatever we lose (like a you or a me), it’s

always our self we find in the sea.” 

—e. e. cummings 



Ms Vidhya Logendren
Knowledge Skills (GP)

By Jason Sutio (22S06U) and Mirella Ang (22A01C) 

Curious about teachers who recently joined RI? What they are like,

their history, their motivations? Well, you have come to the right place.

In this Teachers' Day Special, we take a look into the lives of three

“new” teachers.



Can you tell us about your professional working life?

I was an accidental banker😊. After graduating, as a foreigner, I found it

difficult finding a job. I accepted a job that DBS offered as Trainee

Officer, although what I wanted was to be a Management Consultant or

journalist. 

Afterwards, I took a career sabbatical to complete a Masters course in

International Political Economy (IPE) at S. Rajaratnam School of

International Studies. It was enriching as I had classmates from all over

the world, including North Korea (although she was understandably

circumspect about her country).

 

IPE explores the intersection of politics and economics. I learnt about

fascinating theories of interest aggregation and the paradox of collective

action, which explains many developments in the global economy today.

 

I had two options once I finished: either to seek employment in Banking

once again or to try something totally new. By then, I had completed

CELTA and done a few stints teaching at Polytechnics.

 

I found the teaching process challenging, yet fulfilling. Given that I

enjoyed it, I decided to take the plunge and applied to MOE.

Could you briefly introduce yourself

for our readers? 

I am Vidhya Logendran. I joined RI in

January this year. Prior to this, I taught

at two other JCs. I am married, and

have two kids.

Ms Vidhya at her Masters graduation from S.

Rajaratnam School of International Studies.



We heard from your students that you had grown up in India. How

was it like there? 

I am curious about the world, eager to learn and not hesitant to share

my viewpoints (although I tend to hold back these days). I owe these

attributes to my upbringing in India. In a country of a billion, you learn

to speak up to be noticed. But some classmates in NUS would complain

that I ‘talked too much’ during tutorials. I thought we were supposed to

do that 😊 ! 

 

Even at 16, I had wanted to be independent. When I got a scholarship

to come to Singapore to pursue my A levels, my parents did not

hesitate and bid me goodbye as I took my first flight in 1990. 

 

I was posted to RJC. I must admit though, I did not do much talking

here. I think my attitude was mostly of reverent awe towards some of

the brightest people I knew. 

 

It was quite surreal coming a full circle 31 years later. I think there was

this desire to come back and perhaps make my second innings as a

teacher a little more impactful than my two years as a student had

been.



What are your hopes and aspirations for the future? 

On a personal front, I really hope to become a more skilled teacher like many of my

colleagues. I also hope to be able to make a meaningful contribution to my students’

lives, beyond just question types and the Application Question. So, getting to know

my students as people and responding to them as such is something I would like to

continue doing (assuming that students want a similar relationship too). 

Do you like it here? Is RI what you expected? 

Yes, I definitely like it here. It is really exciting to learn from great colleagues who are

capable and committed. The students have been really motivated and well-behaved.

Although, I must admit that I had expected students to be more curious and excited

about learning.

 

I find balancing the need to meet exam requirements with the vast scope of GP

really challenging. Because technically anything can be GP – as long as you are

interested in the world around you. So, sometimes I am a little stumped when

students look for the ‘right’ answer. To me the beauty is that there are none. There is

just the process of discovery to arrive at an ‘aha’ moment. There is just the stuff that

makes up the seemingly unending dorm conversations, mulling over and arguing

about various issues. 

 

I do wonder whether such passionate (even if sometimes pointless) conversations

take place amongst students nowadays. 

Any words for your students or colleagues? 

 

Be kind to others and, most importantly, to yourself – the latter is advice I

would do well to apply to myself.



Mr Ngiam Xing Yi
History



Could you briefly introduce yourself for our readers?
 
I teach Y5 Southeast Asian History, and am also a teacher-
mentor for the Students’ Council. I am an alumnus from
the class of 2008 and the 27th Students’ Council. I follow
Christ, my wife is a writer, and my 2-year-old son is a ball
of energy. 

What made you want to teach in RI?
 
Coming home is always an attractive prospect! I was drawn
to the institution I had spent six wonderful years at, and as
clichéd as it may sound, returning really makes the
Rafflesian experience come full circle. I also wanted to pass
on the impactful experience I had been blessed with during
my formative years. Professionally, I previously taught in
Anglo-Chinese School (Barker Road), and I wanted to
broaden my teaching competency by progressing to the A-
level syllabus.



First, I cannot live being shackled to a desk.
Second, I like knowing that my academic
pursuit in History is directly applied in my
career. Third, working with the youth reminds
this cynical man that the world and people can
grow.
 
At the risk of sounding pretentious, a quote by
Hannah Arendt remains my motivation:
“Education is the point at which we decide
whether we love the world enough to assume
responsibility for it and by the same token save
it from that ruin which, except for renewal,
except for the coming of the new and young,
would be inevitable.” I do not pretend to be the
noble saviour here; I just want a part to play in
preparing younger ones to navigate the (very
complex) world that they will soon enter. 

Why did you want to become a teacher?

 I was struck by the sheer diversity and cultural depth of our
region, and frankly was ashamed of my ignorance as a
Singaporean living in the heart of Southeast Asia. It was high
time to shed my Western-centric tendencies! I was also intrigued
by the anthropological and archaeological approaches taken,
both of which complemented my History major. We were also
required to learn a Southeast Asian language, which was a nice
bonus. 

At the time, I had recently learned that my grandfather, a
libertine sailor, had left a family with five children in Java. They
reached out to us just before I entered university, and
subsequently we tried to strengthen the connection. This
motivated me to specialise in Indonesian Studies — I would be
able to practise Bahasa Indonesia and reduce the cultural
barriers between my families.
 
I later went on a student exchange to Universitas Gadjah Mada in
Yogyakarta which deepened my learning experience. Yogya is the
perfect place to practise ethnography since it is the cultural heart
of Java, and is home to many transient students from all over the
diverse Indonesian archipelago. I had to improve my grasp of the
language very quickly, and even picked up some vernacular
Bahasa Gaul, the informal slang. Finally, I was privileged enough
to spend time with many Indonesian friends in their homes.

We heard that you majored in History and Southeast
Asian Studies. Could you tell us more about the Double
Major, and why you chose to study it?

Mr Ngiam (front) on his university student
exchange trip to Yogyakarta. 

 
 



How have you found teaching life in RI? What
is it like teaching History? 

Mr Ngiam (third from the
left) during his RJC days. 

It is a joy to teach motivated students who
consciously chose to study History out of academic
interest. I do not need to convince my students of
the merits of studying the discipline, and can
instead dive deep to push them to the next level. I
am also happy to be teaching the Southeast Asian
paper, since I hope that my students will develop an
interest in the region earlier than I did.

What are your hopes and aspirations
for the future? 

I strive to be a Christlike father and
husband. I hope my students trust
and learn from me: to always be
humble, kind, and responsible with
your words and actions.



Mr Poh Wei Leong
Biology (ADH)



I went on to do a Masters in Conservation Biology in Oxford. I met many people from all

over the world, and there were field trips to everywhere. Needless to say, that was one

of the best years of my life.

 
 

Could you briefly introduce yourself for our readers? 
 

I am Mr Poh Wei Leong. I joined RI in May 2021. And oh yes, if you had used some MOE

Stellar story books, you might have seen my name in two of the story contributions

(haha). Sorry, I digress. I have two small boys.

What did you study at university, and why did you choose that pathway? 
 

I was in the first batch of the NUS (Life Sciences) programme. Then, the government

had been drumming up the biotech scene. There was a lot of money sponsoring people

for PhDs and the glamour about being a researcher was certainly there. 

Ironically, I studied life sciences not because I wanted to do a PhD, but because I

wanted to go into teaching. Teaching was part of my scholarship stipulations. I did a

concentration on molecular biology and after killing many (baby!) mice to study their

brain cells for my honours year project, I decided enough was enough. 

 



How did you become a teacher in RI? 

When I was in Ang Mo Kio Secondary School, I did a Myers-Briggs

Type Indicator and found that I was (and am) an ENFP. There was a

list of suggested careers, and deep down I agreed whole-heartedly

with most of them, and, you guessed it, one of them is teaching. So

after finishing my A levels, I returned to my alma mater, Anderson

Junior College to teach Physics. 

I was teaching students just one to two years younger than me and it

was really fun to have that youthful connection, and yet, a sense of

authority and responsibility. I remember I took my relief teaching

seriously, sometimes marking dead into the night. 

I was teaching in ASRJC, and on the last Friday of

April, I packed my things, gave hugs to a few dear

colleagues, spent the weekends chilling, and then

literally came to RI the following Monday. I applied to

teach here so I can see the “outside world” before I

get too old and no schools would accept me anymore.



What are your hopes and aspirations for the future? 
 

My hopes and aspirations are more for others. With the increasing VUCA world, I

hope all students have that capacity to adapt, and not lose sight of other segments

of the society who are struggling and have no access to the privileges we have. And

also, be proactive to pick up new skills in the journey of lifelong learning. There is a

lot of joy in discovering without the stress of exams.

Any words for your students or colleagues? 

 

Thank you to those who have offered a campus tour, a canteen stalls guide, how to

send for printing, basically an RI 101 crash course. Sometimes it is delightful to

discover for myself a door which when opened, can lead me to another building or

level. So students, open as many doors as you can, because RI does give you

opportunities to do so. And oh by that, I meant it figuratively.

Do you like it here? Is RI what you

expected? 

It has been a very pleasant experience so

far. The students address me as Sir (and I

told myself, finally I am knighted!) and are

very polite. The campus is huge, and there

are like 5001 staff which was rather

intimidating at first, but slowly some faces

are getting more familiar. 

The funny thing is when I was teaching in

ASRJC, I realised some of my students did

not know certain “bare essentials”, and I

would sweat as my inner voice would say,

“You better know, cos RI kids surely know”.

Of course, I don’t tell them that. But I will

go through with them the essentials

because “RI kids will surely know”. Well,

now that I am here, I have found my

answer.
Mr Poh is a big-time foodie 
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