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Raffles Institution on 1 Raffles Institution Lane is home to more than a
thousand Rafflesians, hundreds of staff both teaching and non-teaching, each

individual inspiring and dazzling in their own way. 
 

For hundreds of years, this institution has been filled 
with the diverse and thriving Rafflesian population: 

 
Students, who fastidiously attend lectures and do their homework for the

 wide array of subjects studied and examined (more on page 6); 
 

Teachers, who navigate the myriad of blocks, levels and classrooms (we have a
map for you on page 15) to impart invaluable knowledge and make sure that

every student’s life is thoroughly examined (and thus, worth living); 
 

Canteen vendors and cleaners and gardeners and security 
guards and the Popular aunties, who make sure we are fed and clothed

properly (more advice on page 16). 
 

Now, the flock welcomes a burst of new life—you, the Year Five, probably
somewhat anxious, somewhat excited to begin a new chapter of your education

here. No matter what, this edition is for you. 
 

You may be looking forward to joining a CCA (or two, who’s to stop you?) or a
WEP. Perhaps you can’t wait to start your own CE01. (Not sure what these

acronyms stand for? Head to page 13) 
 

Or maybe you aren’t looking so far ahead—the more pressing issue is clearly
settling into this almost completely foreign environment (we’ve 

scattered some tips throughout this edition; for the JAEs, 
you might find myth busters on page 24 helpful). 

 
Coming into a new environment is always a nerve-wracking experience, but

hopefully this special edition can help you along as you throw yourself into JC
life. It’s only two years, so make it a good run. 

 
- Mei Feifei (22A13A), Raffles Press Chairperson -
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5 stupid mischievous cats
went and had their digits
made digital. Drats! Rumour
has it that they have hidden
themselves throughout this 
 Edition. Below is a note we
received:

Clearly, they got lost on
their way to file a pawolice
report. Why or how they made
themselves digital, we are
too inferior to comprehend.

Waffle Cases No. 121 
Naughty Paws

you didn't PET us? you
didn't pet our bodies like
housecat last month? oh!
oh! jail for mother! jail
for mother for a thousand

years!   

Your mission is to find and
retrieve said cats. This is
an urgent top-priority.
Rafflesians miss them very
much. Here are photos of the
objectionable oddballs: 

Images taken from Instagram @raffles_oreos and

@rafflesteddy. Do follow them! (and @rafflespress of course)



1) GENERAL (PMTPG)
- CHOOSING SUBJECT COMBINATIONS
2) 3RD LANGUAGES
3) KI/ELL/MUSIC/ART
4) LANGUAGES
5) COMPUTING/H1 MATH 
/ FURTHER MATH
6) SPECIAL PROGRAMMES

STUDIESSTUDIES



Changing your
Subject

Combination

Choosing your
Subject

Combination

Arts
Combinations

Science
Combinations

Subject
Combinations

https://rafflespress.com/2020/02/14/please-mind-the-platform-gap-changing-your-subject-combination/
https://rafflespress.com/2020/02/14/please-mind-the-platform-gap-changing-your-subject-combination/
https://rafflespress.com/2020/02/14/please-mind-the-platform-gap-changing-your-subject-combination/
https://rafflespress.com/2020/02/14/please-mind-the-platform-gap-changing-your-subject-combination/
https://rafflespress.com/2013/10/13/please-mind-the-platform-gap-choosing-subject-combinations-part-2-the-arts-combinations/
https://rafflespress.com/2013/10/13/please-mind-the-platform-gap-choosing-subject-combinations-part-2-the-arts-combinations/
https://rafflespress.com/2013/10/10/please-mind-the-platform-gap-choosing-subject-combinations-part-1-the-science-combinations/
https://rafflespress.com/2013/10/10/please-mind-the-platform-gap-choosing-subject-combinations-part-1-the-science-combinations/
https://rafflespress.com/2012/10/22/please-mind-the-platform-gap-subject-combinations/
https://rafflespress.com/2012/10/22/please-mind-the-platform-gap-subject-combinations/


Taking a
3rd Language

in JC

Spanish

Japanese

French

German

https://rafflespress.com/2020/01/15/taking-a-third-language-in-jc-oh2020-print-edition/
https://rafflespress.com/2020/01/15/taking-a-third-language-in-jc-oh2020-print-edition/
https://rafflespress.com/2020/01/15/taking-a-third-language-in-jc-oh2020-print-edition/
https://rafflespress.com/2020/01/14/taking-h2-spanish-in-jc-es-pan-comido-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/09/30/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-road-less-taken-h1h2-japanese/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/09/09/lingua-franca-taking-h2-french-in-jc-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/09/13/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-road-less-taken-h2-german/


English
Language

and
LinguisticsKnowledge

and
Inquiry

Music

Art

https://rafflespress.com/2017/10/30/the-elloquence-of-english-taking-h2-ell-in-jc-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/10/30/the-elloquence-of-english-taking-h2-ell-in-jc-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/10/30/the-elloquence-of-english-taking-h2-ell-in-jc-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/09/04/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-road-less-taken-h2-ki/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/09/04/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-road-less-taken-h2-ki/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/09/04/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-road-less-taken-h2-ki/
https://rafflespress.com/2013/10/24/be-sharp-or-face-treble-why-take-h2-music-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/01/31/please-mind-the-platform-gap-h2-art-finding-the-extraordinary-in-the-ordinary/


Chinese
Language and

Literature

Malay Language
Elective

Programme

Malay Language
and Literature

https://rafflespress.com/2017/10/11/cll-me-maybe-taking-h2-cll-in-jc-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/10/11/cll-me-maybe-taking-h2-cll-in-jc-please-mind-the-platform-gap/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/17/malay-language-elective-programme-first-year-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/17/malay-language-elective-programme-first-year-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2017/10/19/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-road-less-taken-h2-mll/


H1 Math

https://rafflespress.com/2016/02/02/please-mind-the-platform-gap-h1-mathematics/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/taking-h2-further-mathematics/


Special Programmes

The
Humanities
Programme

Raffles
Academy  JAEs in

RA Programmes

Why I Rejected 
the Raffles
Academy

Why I Joined 
the Raffles
Academy

https://rafflespress.com/2014/06/03/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-humanities-programme/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/06/03/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-humanities-programme/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/06/03/please-mind-the-platform-gap-the-humanities-programme/
https://rafflespress.com/2016/01/31/please-mind-the-platform-gap-jaes-in-raffles-academy-programmes/
https://rafflespress.com/2016/01/31/please-mind-the-platform-gap-jaes-in-raffles-academy-programmes/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/08/03/why-i-rejected-the-raffles-academy/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/08/03/why-i-rejected-the-raffles-academy/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/08/03/why-i-rejected-the-raffles-academy/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/08/05/why-i-joined-the-raffles-academy/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/08/05/why-i-joined-the-raffles-academy/
https://rafflespress.com/2014/08/05/why-i-joined-the-raffles-academy/


ExtraCurricularExtraCurricularExtraCurricular

activitiesactivitiesactivities

CCA and WEP
previews are out!

read them now!

https://rafflespress.com/category/please-mind-the-platform-gap/cca-previews/cca-previews-2022/
https://rafflespress.com/category/please-mind-the-platform-gap/mep-previews/ep-previews-2022/


Dual CCAs

CE01s in RI

External CCAs

CCA Trials

https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/press-podcast-presents-the-dual-cca-experience/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/08/15/ce01s-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/external-ccas-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2019/01/17/pmtpg-cca-trials/
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Y56 Stadium

Marymount Gate
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https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/chill-chill-a-video-feature/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/05/please-mind-the-platform-gap-food/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/chill-chill-a-video-feature/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/05/please-mind-the-platform-gap-food/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/05/please-mind-the-platform-gap-food/
https://rafflespress.com/2012/11/09/please-mind-the-platform-gap-a-guide-to-uniforms/


Lost and Found: The “Ulu”,
Unexplored Places in RI

Lecture go where?

Best toilets in Ri
Sleep go where?

study go where? (Holiday editions i, ii and iii) 

Chill go where?
(part 1: on campus)

chill go where? 
(part 2: off campus)

ii: iii:i:

https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/14/lost-and-found-the-ulu-unexplored-places-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/chill-go-where-part-1-on-campus/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/chill-go-where-part-2-off-campus/
https://rafflespress.com/2016/09/16/the-best-toilets-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2016/07/25/sleep-go-where/
https://rafflespress.com/2018/02/22/lecture-go-where/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/14/lost-and-found-the-ulu-unexplored-places-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/14/lost-and-found-the-ulu-unexplored-places-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/14/lost-and-found-the-ulu-unexplored-places-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/14/lost-and-found-the-ulu-unexplored-places-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2015/06/10/study-go-where-holiday-edition-i/
https://rafflespress.com/2015/06/17/study-go-where-holiday-edition-ii/
https://rafflespress.com/2015/06/25/study-go-where-go-hobo-holiday-edition-iii/


Amidst the hustle and bustle that is Junior College and the frantic dashes to
begrudgingly collect tutorials hot off the press, are a plethora of activities to feed your
school spirit. Be it to let off steam, earn free merchandise or to feed your burning
passion for your House - Y5s are in for a treat with a whole lineup of ad-hoc activities
for you to participate in with your friends! 

 
 Student Council has organised RI’s very own Team Raffles Website, equipped with their

very own calendar for you, to browse a year’s events at a click of a button. Here are some
key events for you to keep a lookout for: 

 
 

The most anticipated event is probably Y5 Orientation. Are you burning with passion
for House spirit, or eagerly waiting to make new friends? Or do you need some
stimulating activities after your holidays spent in bed? Orientation is arguably one of
the most exciting weeks of your JC journey! Taking place on 9, 10, 11 and 14 February
and filled with entertaining batch dances and ingenious games, orientation is a great
platform for you to meet new friends through your Orientation Groups (OGs). With
activities catered to both energetic extroverts and laidback introverts, Council has
prepared a myriad of activities that’s sure to help you develop precious memories. 

 
  If you can sing, dance, rap or have any other special talent, this

platform is a perfect place for you to showcase your talents. If
you’re daunted by a crowd, fret not, for RGT has been streamed
online for the past 2 years due to COVID-19 restrictions. There’s
no better place for you to step into the limelight and display your
talents in front of your fellow batchmates and seniors. 

 
 

And finally, we have the upcoming House Initiatives. From
Batch Nights to Game Nights, House has activities in Term 3
and 4 to fuel and ignite your burning House Spirit. With
participation goodies and attractive prizes on the line, these
House Initiatives are a sure way for you to disconnect from the
woes of JC, and reconnect with your fellow friends. 

Next, we have the X factor of Raffles Institution - Raffles Got Talent (albeit with the
judging eyes of Simon Cowell replaced by the adoring cheers of your fellow
batchmates.) 

By Chloe Pudjo (22S03G)

https://www.teamraffles.org/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/04/03/crepusculo-orientation-2021/
https://rafflespress.com/2018/03/29/raffles-got-talent-yes-it-does/
https://rafflespress.com/2018/03/29/raffles-got-talent-yes-it-does/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/04/03/crepusculo-orientation-2021/
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Managing Schoolwork

Try to finish your lectures before the stipulated deadline

It may be difficult to get used to the heavy workload, quick pacing of lectures and tutorials. Having

compulsory asynchronous online lessons at your disposal further increases the temptation of taking the

term “at your own time” too literally.

However, procrastination will lead to a greater debt of sleepless nights that you will inevitably have to pay

back. Teachers also check if students have completed their lectures/quizzes and this counts into your

Coursework Grade – an important ‘free’ boost to your overall grade percentage at the end of the year.

(around 10%)

Tip: Consistency, willpower and self-discipline is key. One way of doing this is to delegate a set amount of

lectures to watch every day. It’s also best if you watch all the lecture videos for a specific subject

assigned that week in one sitting. Teachers are very purposeful in assigning lecture videos such that a

concept is taught fully in a week’s lectures, which is integral in optimising your knowledge absorption. And

don’t worry even if you don’t remember everything after watching the lecture – that’s what revision is for!

Take into account your energy levels/health before signing up for anything

It is often remarked that JC is akin to a buffet. Indeed, Y5 is a wealth of opportunities and it is wise to try

new things during this year (as compared to Y6, when A Levels will take precedence over all). However,

make sure to not spread yourself too thin: make sure to consider how much effort you are able to invest in

each course/event/additional class etc you wish to add onto your mandatory commitments, while reaping

their benefits. 

Tip: Consider your current commitments before engaging in a new task, and whether you are currently

being spread too thin. The onset of fatigue is rather common, so you should ask yourself whether that new

project or course is really worth the extra burden. However, don’t be afraid to expend your energy on

something that is truly worth it!

Check Stamford/Ivy/Outlook regularly

These are the main platforms where school announcements related to VIA projects, assignments and other

important events are posted. You can find extracurricular opportunities, university talks, event sign-up

sheets and all your lectures/modules! The goto portal (goto.ri.edu.sg) offers easy access to both IVY and

Stamford, alongside Microsoft apps such as your student email and OneNote which are extremely

important.

Tip: Download the Canvas Student app and enable notifications for Ivy. Alternatively, you can choose to

receive weekly Office email notifications for Ivy as well.

G E N E R A L  S C H O O L  T I P S
By Azzahra Osman (22S03P), Keiran Koh (22S06M), Lim Yong Le (22S03M), Mandy Wong

(22S03C), Ting Kaily (22S03P)



G E N E R A L  S C H O O L  T I P S
 

Managing School Life

Don’t party too hard in the first few months

Making new friends during orientation and meeting your class is fun, and really exciting! However, you

may be tempted to neglect your schoolwork to have fun with them. The nature of JC is that work piles up

pretty quickly, and not developing consistent work habits in the beginning can lead to a lot of snowballing

which will be hard to overcome later. So have fun, but make sure to finish lectures and tutorials before

you head out!

YET be sure to have fun

When all is said and done, your JC experience only lasts two years. While the end goal of the A levels still

looms over us, making treasured memories and long-lasting friendships is also imperative to a well-

rounded JC life. Studying long hours can saturate one’s mind, so breaks and other activities will not only

make your two years here more enjoyable, it can also bolster your learning, and in turn academics.

Use Gap Day to the fullest

There is no set way on how to use Gap Day well. Some use it to catch up on assignments and (overdue)

lectures, take a mid-week break, engage in enrichment programmes or CCA, meet with friends… the list

goes on and on. The key thing is not to subconsciously allow this “free” day to slip past you

unaccomplished, but to put it to intentional and good use.



Subject-Specific Tips

Sciences

Try to read up on future topics in the lecture booklets/notes

The lectures for Science subjects often offer a full rundown of the topic to be covered, but their true value

lies in the lecturer’s expertise when it comes to exam techniques and at times, more in-depth explanation

of concepts that are difficult to understand on your own. 

Pre-reading future topics allows you to get a sense of what you can grasp, allowing you to speed through

lectures faster, as well as assimilating the material into your long-term memory.

You don’t need to do all the practice papers

While it might be tempting to finish all the practice papers posted on Ivy when exam season rolls around, it

takes tremendous effort and may be a rather lofty goal for those that are short on time. Instead, try to do

the latest ones (e.g. the 2021, 2020 exam papers rather than 2019, 2018 ones) and time yourself! 

The main practice you should be getting when doing practice papers is how quickly and accurately you can

recall and express the necessary information within the set time; you can focus on learning from your

mistakes and refining your understanding when marking the papers.

Humanities, GP

Make revisions to your essays

It may be painful having to squint at your heavily marked-down essay, but reading through it and making

the appropriate revisions is one of the best ways to improve your essay-writing skills – which are meant to

be transferable from question to question. Instead of simply considering points in your tutors’ suggested

answer keys or trying to blindly replicate your peers’ essays, try reorganising or re-expressing current

content in your essay as per feedback, and then comparing it with the above. Most of the time, the

difference between a higher grade and a not-so-high one is the depth, breadth and hence persuasiveness

of an argument, so try focusing on refining your train of thought instead of forcibly re-adjusting it.

G E N E R A L  S C H O O L  T I P S



A B R I D G E D

 

Managing Schoolwork/Time

Try to finish your lectures before the stipulated deadline

Take into account your energy levels/health before signing up

for anything

Check Stamford/Ivy/Outlook regularly

 

Managing School Life

Don’t party too hard in the first few months

YET be sure to have fun

Use Gap Day to the fullest

 

Subject-Specific Tips

(Sciences) Try to read up on future topics in the lecture

booklets/notes

(Sciences) You don’t need to do all the practice papers

(Humanities, GP) Make revisions to your essays



The fear of fjälling: 
The JAE experience in RI ?!

In this

Issue ...
There is no
difference

between JAE
and RP

students

Myth Busters:
for JAE

students!

Let's Talk:
The RP/JAE

Divide

Let's Talk:
The RP/JAE

Divide

The character used here is owned by Universal Pictures.

https://rafflespress.com/2018/02/01/fear-of-fjalling-the-jae-experience-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2018/02/01/fear-of-fjalling-the-jae-experience-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2018/02/01/fear-of-fjalling-the-jae-experience-in-ri/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/01/16/myth-busters-for-jae-students/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/03/lets-talk-the-rp-jae-divide/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/02/03/lets-talk-the-rp-jae-divide/


Part 2)(Part 1 

ARTICLES YOU
MIGHT ENJOY

Single Pringle or Taken
Bacon: Dating (or not) in RI

A day in the life of Teddy

Things People Search

Raffles Unsolved: The Horrors
of the RI campus 

AND OTHERS!!

https://rafflespress.com/2018/02/21/single-pringle-or-taken-bacon-dating-or-not-in-raffles-institution-part-two/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/10/31/raffles-unsolved-the-horrors-of-the-ri-campus/
https://rafflespress.com/2018/02/19/single-pringle-or-taken-bacon-dating-or-not-in-raffles-institution-part-one/
https://rafflespress.com/2018/02/19/single-pringle-or-taken-bacon-dating-or-not-in-raffles-institution-part-one/
https://rafflespress.com/2020/01/15/a-day-in-the-life-of-teddy/
https://rafflespress.com/?s=things+people+search
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