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Duplicate or Divergent: A Comparison of Four Cross-
Island Journalism CCAs
By Tay Yu Ning (23S06E, RI), Hong Liying Rie (22J06, RVHS), Lokesh
Vairakannu (M22403, NUSH) and Zuo Yuning (21-A1, EJC)

It is 4.00 pm, Monday. A hoard of
students rush to a venue. They
hurriedly dump their bags on the
ground and whip out their laptops.
Moments later, furious keyboard
clacking and excited whispering fill
the room. The same is happening 10
km away, 30 minutes later. And
again, the following day, at yet
another place. Twice more. However,
this is neither a flash mob of
overenthusiastic writers nor a
frenzied Internet cult. They are
Journalism Clubs, from EJC, NUSH,
RI and RVHS, spread out across
Singapore. Writing runs in their
blood. They spend hours each week
toiling away on articles, only to
submit them and repeat the process
—but they thoroughly enjoy it.
However, not everything they do or
experience is the same. Each of their
CCAs has different focuses, writing
processes and responsibilities. But 

before our article gets into that, let’s
get to know the CCAs!

Raffles Press is the journalism CCA
of Raffles Institution (Y5-6). Founded
in 2006, each batch consists of 20-
30 staff writers and an executive
committee of six. With an immense
diversity of topics, ranging from
reviews of mala to a critique of
Student Council elections, there is
never a shortage of fresh content for
readers of Raffles Press.

2021 Raffles Press CCA Members (Photo
Credit: Raffles Photographic Society)

https://rafflespress.com/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/04/12/rank-it-a-hot-take-on-mala/
https://rafflespress.com/2022/04/12/rank-it-a-hot-take-on-mala/
https://rafflespress.com/2021/05/09/to-student-council-with-love/


The Origin is the journalism CCA of
Eunoia Junior College. Its members
are very unique individuals with
different interests, perspectives and
practices. The diverse properties
frequently intersect, in conflict or
cooperation, producing interesting
discussion and writing. One example
is the Autism in Girls article where
writers that did not completely agree
with one another came together to
explore the topic.

The Origin in action! (Photo Credit: Tricia Loh,
EJC)

The Journalism CCA of NUS High
School gives student journalists the
creative freedom to write based on
their interests and current affairs.
They write about anything that
comes to mind, from wild dystopian
politics to boxes (not kidding!) to
appeal to their quirky student
audience (and for their own writing
pleasure).

A typical Journalism session in NUSH.

At River Valley High School, River
Valley Student Editorial Club
(RVSEC) is where like-minded
individuals with a love for writing
come together to bring fresh ideas
and thought-provoking content to
students. As a small CCA of only
about twenty members, they are a
close-knit community that writes
about everything under the sun.

An afternoon at RVSEC!

From the four short paragraphs
introducing the CCAs, it is clear that
each of them has its own colour and
style when it comes to the things
they write! Perhaps it is now time to
move on to the more pressing
question at hand—where exactly do
our differences lie?

Writing
It is quite obvious what we mostly do
during CCA — it’s almost literally in
the name! (NUS High Journalism
Club, River Valley Student Editorial
Club etc.) This is one similarity that
we think our already exceedingly
long article does not need to
elaborate on. But there are still
differences in the way we write.

For EJC, writers are separated into
one of four news desks: Aunt Agony
Agatha, Sick Beats, Periscope and
Kaleidoscope, focusing on mental 

https://eunoiapress.wordpress.com/
https://eunoiapress.wordpress.com/2021/11/28/autism-in-girls/
https://eunoiapress.wordpress.com/
https://eunoiapress.wordpress.com/


health issues, music sharing, current
affairs and fictional story writing
respectively. Writers write almost
exclusively about topics related to
their desks, though they can write
about their own interests. Each desk
is required to publish at least 2-3
desk-specific articles every month,
but collaboration sometimes occurs
across the desks, and writers can
write more articles than the minimum
required.

On the other hand, the situation at
NUSH is vastly different, with writers
having the creative freedom to write
about anything they want. There is
even a special category just for the
overly-inspired writer’s random
thoughts, musings, and sparks of
inspiration. Writers can also choose
to discuss global issues or pressing
matters.

Meanwhile, at both RI and RVHS,
topics are pitched to the editors by
the writers. Topics must be approved
before article writing can begin. For
both schools, articles typically cover
school events, school affairs,
reviews, and opinion articles. Unlike
NUS High and EJC though, both
schools tend to shy away from
writing about current affairs.

Editing
There are also differences in how
editing is done.

At RI and RVHS, articles typically
go through a few rounds of editing
before they can be published. Editors
comment suggestions for improve-
ments on the Google Docs of the 

One of this article’s four writers, Tay Yu Ning
(23S06E, RI), in the process of writing this
article. 

article’s drafts, and writers can
choose whether or not to accept
them. Comments mostly revolve
around diction, sentence structure
and whether the content is relevant
to the main topic of the article.

At NUSH, however, editors need not
consult writers. They often make
minor edits and submit the work
straight away for teachers to check.
Editors typically focus on making the
content of the article more appealing
to the general student population.
For EJC, each editor has a different
editing focus and style as there is
little standardisation in the editorial
board, and the amount of editing
they do is flexible.

Which of the editing styles is better?
Let’s hear what our fellow writers
have to say!

Aditi Athreya (M22402, NUSH)
believes that editors should consult
the authors of the articles they edit,
before making changes. “Or they
should at least comment on the
changes to be made so that the
writers can choose to accept or 



reject the changes themselves,” she
explained. She feels that this
preserves the originality of each
individual piece and accurately
captures each author’s writing style.

On the other hand, Noh Sangeun
(23S06Q, RI) disagrees. Especially
for minor changes, she feels it would
save time if editors directly edited
the articles without consulting
writers. “Anyway, we can go to the
document history and see what they
changed,” she commented.

With conflicting viewpoints between
different journalists, perhaps it is
only natural that different schools
choose to adopt different editing
styles.

This article’s editor, Mirella Ang (22A01C, RI),
making edits to the document!

Gender of student writers
Seven out of ten of the world’s best-
paid journalists are men. In the USA,
62.2% of journalists are male. With
such staggering statistics, it would
not be surprising if our country’s
journalism CCAs mostly consist of
male students. 

In reality, the student writers of RI
comprise overwhelmingly of girls. The 

current Y5 batch has a grand total of
4 boys out of 24 student writers! The
same trend can be observed in
NUSH, where despite the gender
ratio being skewed to have many
more boys than girls, the ratio of girls
to boys in the CCA is generally
higher compared to the overall
school population. They miraculously
have a male vice-president and a
female president! The same situation
seems to be present in RVHS, where
a cohort size of 12 only yields a total
of 3 boys, and the boy-to-girl ratio of
the CCA is maintained at about 1:3
each year. 

However, the situation in EJC is quite
different, as guys take up a slightly
larger proportion of the CCA than
they do in the school. Almost half of
the CCA are guys while two-thirds of
the school are girls! When asked why
EJC seems to have more boys
compared to other journalism CCAs,
Nigel Ng (21-A3, EJC) said, “Since we
have a news desk dedicated to
writing current affairs, more guys
would feel more comfortable with
joining The Origin. Guys seem to
write factual articles better than
literary ones!” 

Conclusion
While all these CCAs fall under the
umbrella of “journalism CCA” it seems
that there is still a surprising amount
of differences between them. Looks
like these four writers were wrong
when they hastily came to the
worrying (and thankfully misguided)
conclusion that this might turn out to
be a short and useless article (“where
got so much to talk about?”). 



In spite of all these differences, there is one thing that continues to unite all
student journalists — their passion for writing! After all, language is the dress
of thought, and it is through writing that student journalists continue to
intrigue readers to think closer and deeper about pertinent issues and the
ever-changing world around them. 
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An Insight into School Culture: an RG-VJ-HCI
Perspective
By Aishwarya Ramesh (RGS, 401), Megan Lee (VJC, 21A11), Lim Yu Shu (HCI,
21S74)

Singapore’s vision for education has
long been about the pursuit of
knowledge for equal opportunities in
the working world. However, beyond
this, educational institutions are also
communities of people. After all, a
typical Singaporean student spends
most of their childhood and
adolescence schooling. So, what
does one’s school life and community
look like?

Academic learning
With the ongoing pandemic, we can
all agree that almost every student’s
study life has transformed into a
more independent, self-disciplined
and driven one, albeit the minute 
 differences that vary between each
student. At Hwa Chong, autonomous
learning is highly encouraged in the
form of Team-Based Learning (TBL),

which has become an integral part of
the Economics and Biology lectures.
Students will first attempt their
individual assessment before
grouping together to discuss the
team assessments. 

When interviewed about the
efficacies of such learning styles, a
C2 student from Hwa Chong
Institution opined, “the TBL sessions
nudges me to engage in critical
thinking when brainstorming for my
answers. The discussions I had with
my friends also greatly enhanced my
learning.” 

In schools like VJC, peer-tutor
programmes help students review
their learning beyond normal class
time with their friends. This
encourages interactive learning, as



well as a culture of helping one
another instead of academic rivalry. 

Evidently, these unconventional
pedagogies aid students in making
the best of their learning in
academia. As a result, the word
“study” now has a new meaning; it
goes beyond the traditional book-
based learning, and extends to
interactive learning through
meaningful discussions and real-
world based problem solving. 

Support system
Undoubtedly, such relentless mugger
culture contributes to the high-stress
nature of Singapore’s education
system. What, or who, can a student
turn to when stress overwhelms us?
Behind the scenes of Singapore’s
stellar results, school support systems
cannot be discounted. 

On top of school counsellors who act
as listening ears, teachers and the
rest of the student body are also
vital in any student’s support system.
Be it student-leader-initiated
projects, or daily conversations with
friends, the camaraderie within a
school body builds the strongest net
of support readily available to
students. During examination
periods, many students give out
handwritten notes, reinforcing the
message that “we are all in this
together”. In particular, “school-wide
events that bring all students to
celebrate special days” help students
associate school life with fond
memories as well, says a student
from VJC. In fact, this has not
changed despite Covid-19’s impact
on school life. Despite the Circuit

Breaker, many students kept in touch
through video calls, or online means.
Some also sent food deliveries to
their friends, showing support even
when they were unable to in person.
Many classes came together to
organise many activities to keep the
class bonded during this period. In
spite of physical distance between
students, school spirit prevailed. Now
that students have returned to
school, this has only strengthened. 

However, while school support sys-
tems mean to enhance school life,
some of these initiatives may still fall
short. Another VJC student express-
es that “the administration tends to
block what [students] really need and
want, which goes far beyond what
we have now”. 

Despite all its benefits, initiatives to
bond students may not adequately
meet all the needs of students. In
order to offer more reliable support,
more personal needs, sometimes
labelled ‘too controversial’, may
require more attention. He brings up
support for minority persons and
reducing time stress as some
examples. 

Furthermore, both comment on a
common lack of trust in authority
figures, preventing them from
seeking advice from teachers or
school counsellors. It is evident that
while school support systems have
offered great help, much more needs
to be done to make school life more
meaningful and enjoyable for all. 

More than tireless mugging, stress
and competition, it is the close ties 



between peers and support that they
have forged that helped get them
through the arduous years in school.

House system
In addition to the extensive support
system that students are given,
school culture remains a sturdy pillar
of support through students’
adversities. The House system was
established to foster a sense of
belonging and pride in the school and
encourage students to make the best
of their short-lived years in school
beyond academic pursuit and
“grade-chasing”.

At Hwa Chong, the four faculties are
Ares, Artemis, Athena and Apollo.
Apart from the run-off-the-mill
interactive events held annually, the
faculties also collaborate with the
CIP council, to plan for charitable
events. On top of contributing for a
good cause, students are also
coming together with their
cumulative efforts, fostering closer
ties with faculty members. 

In RGS, the five houses are Buckle,
Hadley, Richardson, Tarbet, and
Waddle, each house named after 
 previous principals. Ultimately, every
school constructs its house systems
for the same reasons: to make
students feel welcome. Inter-House
games are always a huge deal. In
RGS, it is common to see everyone
gathering in House shirts, anxiously
awaiting for the results. 

The past few years have passed by
as a blip in the course of our lives
and it would be remiss of us to
conclude that the aforementioned 

culture is a constant - things have
changed dramatically since we last
remember. With months of HBL,
students were unable to experience
the same excitement for school
events. Even when school reopened,
the “new normal” has everyone
scrambling for scraps of life before. 

A Y4 RGS student remembers a time
where “house culture in Y1 was much
stronger because there were more
in-person activities with the whole
school”. Another claims that while
school culture has been dampened,
“House remains persistent in its effort
to maintain the same atmosphere
that it once provided”. Evidently,
house culture has remained viable
even through tough Covid-19 times. 

In conclusion... 
Although school experiences differ
from person to person, each
individual student’s unique school life
melds together, forming the larger
school culture. Therefore creating a
common ground for students and
staff, with the study life, peer
network as well as house system is
vital in building the backbone of
school culture. 

Photos retrieved from (left to right, top to
bottom): 
Instagram page of @aresfaculty
Josyula Sanshray (VJC, 21S42)
Instagram page of @rafflesgirlsschool
RGS Photographic Society Archives 
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Student Journalists Have Evolved To Their Final Form:
Metacognition
By Anamika Ragu (Raffles Institution; 23A01A), Chew Pei-Sze Natasha
(Victoria Junior College, 21A13), Lim Ye Xue (Hwa Chong Institution; 21S65) 

In news, the world does revolve
around you, the reader. It’s the first
thing we learn as journalists—
staying relevant through relatability.
News always ties back to the reader;
to what we can do to hold onto your
attention until the very last syllable,
to leave an impact, or to even
change your mind along the way. 

And so, in pursuing “newsworth-
iness”, which is meant to culminate in
an elevated readership, student
journalists can easily lose sight of the
true meaning of publishing news in
the first place. 

Even as student journalists ourselves,
we grapple with the notion that
student journalism walks the fine line
between clickbait and substance,
which happen to be of similar weight
simply because school presses are 

limited to a school-based
demographic. 

We can hence only go so far in
acquiring consistently high
readership while still covering a
substantial amount of school-based
events. This balance is what we have
set out to understand through
surveys targeted at student
journalists and readers alike. 

Underground Indie Artists, Or Just
Student Journalists In Disguise?
We found that most of the student
body knows about the existence of
their school press, which came as a
huge relief. 

Not only that, students peruse the
school paper mainly for meaningful
stories regarding school culture,
school initiatives, and humorous
articles that pique their interest. 



Most students acknowledge the existence of school presses.

However, we procured more dismal results regarding the significance of
school presses in students’ lives. Many students raised that the school
newspaper adds little value to their school lives. While credit and appreciation
was granted to articles about school life that were of great help (e.g.
information on CCAs and special subjects), others regrettably mentioned they
otherwise felt the school press does not play an integral role in shaping school
culture, and some even brought up the fact that they visited the newspaper
for the sake of supporting their writer peers. 

Sadly, most students surveyed do not seem to regard school presses as integral to school culture.

All in all, students are well aware of the school press, but they unfortunately
do not engage with it often enough to affirm it as a cardinal aspect of school
life. 



Jared, 19: Desperately Escaping
Obsolescence
There are two main ways a journalist
can garner more engagement with
their creations— by changing
presentation or content. As seen
from our aforementioned results,
students generally flock to the school

Reasons for reading the school paper.

paper for personal benefit. 

It may then be probable that added
pressure exists to create something
even more extraordinary when your
content cannot directly aid your
audience.

Amongst readers, entertainment seems to be just as popular as information.

So, what exactly does “newsworthy”
mean to different stakeholders? To
student journalists, newsworthy
pieces are “helpful”, “important to
know”, and “relevant”. This
reinforced the idea that a large part
of student journalism is perceived as
more to inform, and less to enhance
and highlight aspects of school
culture. Such well-received articles
include information on school rules,
certain subjects or CCAs, or pieces
on current affairs to aid them in
General Paper.

However, there also came a
significant portion of responses
acknowledging interest. Words like,
“different”, “controversial”, and
“entertaining” stood out, where
journalists seem inclined towards
covering current affairs and trends
to cater to readership, either for the
readers’ leisure or to pursue their
own passions.

These sentiments were corroborated
by readers, who mentioned that
newsworthy articles generally came 



in the form of either being useful or
entertaining.

“Something that is newsworthy is
either useful to its readers (and
potential readers), significantly

revelatory, enlightening, or in a more
cynical way, gets clicks.”

 
Lastly, many student journalists
disclosed feeling pressured to
incorporate multimedia into their
article presentation (including
graphics, videos, social media).
Nearly all the responses highlighted
the need to cater to the short
attention span of their audiences.
One respondent mentioned,
“Changing times, changing needs”,
suggesting that the recent pandemic
has had a part to play in this added
pressure. 

Another admitted, “I just follow the
trend…”. As it seems, this response
has become a trend in itself over the
course of our study.

Road Work Ahead? I Sure Hope It
Does: Blind Spots 
In the shoes of a prospective reader,
they might question the need to even
bother reading articles. Why must
they be obligated to read something
they are not interested in? 

And so, the school press attempts to
produce engaging articles to catch
the eye of readers. In an ideal world,
those readers would come by of their
own volition. Yet, even with such
attempts, there are further
constraints on how far this pursuit for
appeal and self-interest can go.

A vast majority of student journalists
reflected that they would much
prefer to write about their own
interests, in contrast to routine
reports on school events and current
trends (which stay popular due to
their useful elements). 

They also tend to do away with
articles that stand little chance to
capture much attention. Some found
it a pity as they are usually more
productive when tackling articles of
their own interest, since research
and preparation processes are
evidently more intriguing for them.
This creates a trade-off between
underrepresented stories that bring
important issues to light and articles
that have more potential in catching
readers’ attention. 

“I think that as a journalist, whatever
that we write has to be newsworthy

at least to a certain extent.
Otherwise, we would just be student

writers instead of student
journalists.”

Acknowledging this nature of the
job, it may not be very consequential
to students’ wellbeing when the
school press prioritises publicity over
new substance, but it does not
negate the adverse effects this sort
of preferential treatment can have
when taken too far.

Such bias beneath the surface can
cause ripple effects on the quality of
articles, which is further strained by
the limitations of writing under a
school setting. 



These many limitations and considerations can blur the authenticity of articles
published, seeing how many factors come into play in the writing process.
Should these overlooked sentiments be amended, or are they here to stay? 

Food for thought? 
Student journalism may not seem to have much that needs to be delved into,
but our study affirms how there are many underlying issues that are impactful
on the development of the school press. 

We saw how the significance of ‘newsworthiness’ and its degree of
importance on selecting article topics, and how writer bias, both on a
personal level and a desire to attract readership, changes the style of a
student journalist. Hopefully, this article has offered an avenue for you to
ponder on your own view towards journalism as a whole.

Amongst readers, entertainment seems to be just as popular as information.
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At the Crossroads of Journalism
By Tan Der Ern David (Victoria Junior College; 21S42), Heng Rui Yuan (River
Valley High School; 22J12), Saara Katyal (Raffles Institution; 23S05A),
Abigail Oon (Raffles Girls’ Secondary School; 406)

 
GP teachers like to tell us to read the
news. 

From there, we study events,
analyse trends and dispel myths. The
knowledge we gain generates
buzzing class discussions and allows
for enriching essays. But it is also
easy to feel bored reading merely
factual reporting. In our current day
and age, merely spitting facts is no
longer good enough. 

The role of the Singaporean
journalist is not an easy one—and
now, traditional journalism has
almost been completely eclipsed by
the informational effervescence of
social media. In such a tiny state,
‘sensational’ news is repeated,
rephrased and re-written. 

The local news media often does not
publish what is unconventional,
instead focusing on run-on-the-mill
happenings. The careful
consolidation of details in minuscule
print on paper gives rise to the
misconception that ‘traditional’
newspapers are inert, fussy and
tight; compared to the colourful,
bite-sized reports on social media
that are easy to understand and
don’t ask for much. 

Twenty years ago, taking in the news
was just a short interlude in the midst
of a busy day. You’d flip through the
newspaper in the morning, perhaps
watch half an hour of news
programmes on television at night,
and spend the rest of your day
occupied only with your own life—not
the lives of people far, far away. 

 
Photo credit: The Honey Combers, Amelia Ang. Art credit: Yip Yew Chong



Good things come in small packages
—when the news was delivered at
fixed times and in small doses, it
could be appreciated more.
However, there is no shortage of
new news to digest now. The
internet’s most attractive and
dangerous quality is its infinity, with
the opportunity to access free
information at a rate undreamt of
for most of history.

The sheer quantity of information
available also dilutes its impact.
Wars, economic crashes, and
natural disasters blend into each
other, making intensely personal
stories far more compelling. From
stories of millennial fishmongers to
tattoo artists, we delight in taking a
peek into others’ lives.

 Can the media stay relevant?

As The Straits Times’ readership falls
yearly, other media outlets have
managed to thrive. Our Grandfather
Story and Rice Media, amongst
others, have come under the
spotlight. They are evidence our
society’s legacy of storytelling can
become something more prominent
in the media, and their continued
existence is proof that personal
stories are gaining traction and the
general public’s interest.

One example is a video published on
Our Grandfather Story’s YouTube
Channel, “Flower Power: The Right
Way to Get Blessings From Hindu
Gods''. It sheds light on the cultures
and practices of our society. Such
content can make known what is
inconspicuous, or sometimes
obscured in society.

 
Photo credit: Our Grandfather
Story’s “Flower Power: The Right
Way to Get Blessings From Hindu
Gods”

Videos of similar content have the
capability of garnering high
audience engagement. This is
because the existence of such
content, regardless of medium, has
made it easier for people to gain
access to information about customs
and the history of their community in
their waking lives. 

To further illustrate the positive
response that publications about
cultures receive, the wave of
comments commending media
companies for aiding the
preservation of valuable history and
practices has demonstrated the
interest that the general public have
in such subjects. 

A reason the general public has a
positive attitude toward the
documentation of traditions can be
attributed to them craving to know
more about the rich history they
previously knew nothing of, or had
limited information about. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qni1AVmt40mt40


Elevating Culture 

In this case, media outlets are
invaluable cornerstones of cultural
zeitgeist that should not be lost.
Through skilled cinematography and
professional film-making, they are
able to reveal the nuances and
details of practices that are upheld
by a multitude of communities. 

 

Photo credit: CNA Insider

Additionally, by adopting marketing
and promotion strategies, they are
able to reach out to a wider
audience to further encourage the
entrenchment of our society’s
treasure of stories and customs. It
has perhaps never been so much
more convenient for people to learn.

Hence, the coverage of stories
relating to that of cultures, and
human-interest stories should not be
precluded, and should be
emphasised in news media coverage,
to increase the general public’s
engagement with journalism. 

 

Not only that, but doing so aids the
continuity of practices that may be
dying out, and redefining cultural
identities that are becoming
increasingly diluted today. People
also feel telling it helps to keep
them invested. 

The purpose of these stories is not
to impress others, but to show
someone’s life as it is, and it is this
simpleness that allows readers to
learn about another perspective
that exists, connect with it, and get
them interested. That is another
reason why personal and specific
stories are gaining more and more
traction. 

As more and more of these stories
are being posted online and spread
throughout Singapore, they help to
shape and solidify what we think it
means to be Singaporean, and
more importantly, what we value
and want to see more of in our
lives. 

The democratisation of information
sparked by the internet has forced
journalists to tell us more than the
news. Instead, modern audiences
demand something special—that
human touch to make the stories
they read come alive. 
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Migrant Myths
By Athena Thang (National Junior College; 21SH02), Debraath Pahari (NUS
High School of Math and Science; M22502), Leanne Soh (Eunoia Junior
College; 21-E6) and Tran Vu Phuong Uyen (Hwa Chong Institute; 21A15)

 
What are the most enduring notions
you’ve heard about migrant
workers? Suffering under abusive
employers? Them being rich when
returning to their home country?  

For one, our society knows little
about the lived experiences of
migrant workers, who coexist with
us in the same space but
paradoxically remain invisible. How
has our society come about creating
fictions about migrant workers? 

At first glance, the gap in
knowledge about various social
issues is often the result of little
public discourse or media attention. 

However, when interviewed, Ms
Hana Yabuki, a volunteer with
TWC2 offered a provocative
viewpoint on the case of migrant
workers. According to Ms Yabuki,
Singaporeans are well-aware of the
issues faced by migrant workers,
given the amount of media coverage
of them. In particular, the formation
of COVID-19 clusters in dormitories
has garnered an unprecedented
amount of public attention to the
living standard of migrant workers.

In our survey of 100 students across
different secondary schools, 94%
are aware of COVID-19-related
problems faced by migrant workers



in Singapore, which testifies the effectiveness of the media in bringing
migrant workers to the focal point of attention. However, public awareness
on the surface is not concomitant with a deep understanding of existing
issues. When asked to name the most critical issues facing migrant workers,

Pie chart depicting how aware respondents were of issues faced by migrant workers because of
the pandemic.

Pie chart depicting how aware respondents were of issues faced by migrant workers stemming
from other sources (excluding the pandemic).

the students were able to point at a variety of them, ranging from
discrimination, lack of social support and poor living conditions to inadequate
workplace health and safety, lack of access to employment rights and
vulnerability to abuse by employers. 

However, interestingly, in the preceding question that requires the students
to evaluate their level of awareness, there was significant hesitancy. 

Why is this so? 



Pie chart depicting proportions of respondents who distance themselves from migrant workers with
different frequencies of time.

For the students, many felt that their
schools have not brought these
issues to their attention, or have
done so in a superficial manner.
Some mentioned that the topic is
“discussed as a distant issue” rather
than aimed at catalysing action.
Moreover, it does not help that there
are barriers—practical or sometimes
psychological—preventing students
from educating themselves through
direct interaction with migrant
workers. 

On the other hand, a few cited that
their schools have invited guest
speakers from NGOs such as
“Raining Raincoats” to educate their
students. Students who have
interacted with migrant workers
through volunteer opportunities or
learning projects had positive
impressions of migrant workers. 

One commented that, “They are
people just like us, with families and
personalities and life just like us.”
Another said, “They have many
interests that we wouldn't have
expected”. 

Indeed, many people believe that
our interaction with migrant workers
will benefit the workers, since it
signifies their integration into our
society. However, they may not
realise that we can also gain a more
nuanced understanding of the status
quo through such engagement. 

For example, Ms Yabuki mentions
that most Singaporeans are fixated
on the importance of integration of
migrant workers into society, such
that it eclipses the need for tangible
changes, such as in their material
standard of living. 

A poll conducted by TWC2 in March
this year highlights that there is a
potential disjunction between what
Singaporeans think that migrant
workers are concerned about, and
what they actually prioritise. Instead
of worrying about not fitting in the
society or encountering racism,
migrant workers are more occupied
with practical issues such as
unstable pay, dorm restrictions and
tasteless food.



There is also a persisting concern
among migrant workers (and by
extension. the NGOs that serve
them) about how much their labour is
valued. They are often seen as
temporary replacements, hence
policymakers and employers have
less incentive to look out for them,
especially when most of the local
population is against it (Harima,
2018). This was exemplified in the
2019 International Labour
Organisation survey, which revealed
that the Singaporean public was
strongly against migrants expecting
the same salary or benefits as
nationals for the same job. Hence,
there must be legal changes to
enshrine equal treatment for these
migrant workers and nationals. 

Minister Josephine Teo has made
unfulfilled promises to examine the
slum-like living conditions of migrant
worker dormitories. This is just one of
many problems they face and the
government has said or done little to
improve their welfare. Minister
Lawrence Wong said that the
government would take care of the
migrant workers when they were in
quarantine. However, he also added
that once they recovered and
returned to the workforce, their
employers ultimately would decide if
they continue working or not. 

Moving forward
How can we, as students, create
tangible improvements in migrant
workers’ well-being? To tackle the
issues that migrant workers face,
student advocacy may seem like a
good solution.

Not only does it raise awareness, it
also acts as a catalyst for action,
initiating tangible improvements on
migrant workers’ welfare. What
students write is regulated by the
school, and more often than not,
they do not have the economic
means to contribute significantly to
specific causes either. Thus, the most
impactful action they can undertake
is to amplify positive opinions the
general public has of migrant
workers. 

On-the-ground action is necessary
for developing true empathy. It’s
only when we have compassion from
the heart that we will be able to
have a chance at implementing
legitimate changes to improve
migrant workers’ welfare. 
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 When does a lesson start and end

for students like us? Realistically
speaking, it perhaps starts on the
morning of the day itself, when we
are scrambling to complete last
minute homework, and ends about
five minutes after the teacher has
left the classroom, as we’re
clarifying the few questions we can
before the next lesson starts, and
are more often than not left more
confused than before.

But for teachers, that’s not the case.
“I didn’t realise it as a student, and I
don’t expect my students to, either,”
says RI Economics teacher, Ms
Haque, “But teaching isn’t exactly a
9-5. Sometimes I wake up from my
sleep thinking about lessons.” 

. 

She says this offhandedly, without
expecting any sort of reaction, but it
leads one to think about how
students are much the same, in our
constant thoughts of school work
and responsibilities. Our teachers
each teach one or two subjects, for
several different classes; we
students study several different
subjects. Either way, school is
somewhat an all-consuming force in
our lives.

With this in mind, we interviewed
several of our teachers to find out
more about what exactly teachers
and students might have in common,
particularly about our attitudes in
the classroom.

. 



The Ideal Atmosphere 

To start off, let us consider what the
ideal class atmosphere looks like to
both parties. 

Several students we interviewed
believe that by the secondary school
level, there is a basic mutual
understanding between most teachers
and students. Students understand
that their teachers don’t exactly
intend for them to ‘suffer’, and
teachers know for a fact that students
do generally understand the
importance of being present in the
classroom, physically and mentally.

However, in our interviews, we
observed that not many students’ first
thought when it comes to the question
of what teachers think the ideal
classroom is, is “fun”. A quiet
environment where everyone is paying
utmost attention is what was assumed
to be the most desirable situation for
most teachers. Yet, “fun” is what NUS
High Chemistry teacher Mr Lee is
constantly striving to achieve. Of
course, teachers’ and students’
definitions of “fun” can’t possibly
match up consistently, but it is such a
significant detail that students found
this surprising.

 Meanwhile, Ms Haque’s ideal
classroom involved organised chaos,
or in other words, active participation.
And, while teachers might
occasionally wonder if we would be
much happier with an absolute lack of
learning, several of the students we
interviewed stated that their ideal
classroom does not look much
different from Ms Haque’s.

The Ideal Levels of Interest and
Open-Mindedness 

A classroom full of distracted, half-
hearted students may very well be a
teacher’s worst nightmare; however, it
is not an uncommon sight. 

One of NJC’s Literature teacher Ms
Junice Er’s main concerns is getting
students keen on exploring the text at
hand. Thoughtful discussions cannot
ensue without passionate and highly-
opinionated students contributing to
the debate, so the students’ interest in
the text and willingness to learn more is
of paramount importance. A typical
lesson would then picture bright-eyed
students chiming in with their inputs
from time to time.

In the same vein, students state that
they find teachers most compelling
when they show their dedicated
interest to their subject. “Lessons are
less enjoyable when teachers don't
seem very interested in what they're
teaching,” says RI student Nandhini
(23S06J). Personal reasons discounted,
mutual interest in learning and teaching
seems to be an important desirable
factor for both parties.

The Ideal Sense of Passion

At the end of the day, how great a
difference do students’ learning and
teachers’ teaching styles make? If the
student is passionate about learning,
and the teacher is passionate about the
subject, is it not possible to create a
productive learning environment
regardless? 



To RGS Mathematics teacher Ms Sandi
Kum, it is important that students learn
productively while developing their
passion in the subject. She feels that this
can be improved by making learning
more enjoyable to make students more
involved in their learning process.

As long as students and teachers share
passion for the subject and a willingness
to teach or learn, they can find enough
common ground to learn effectively. On
that note, sufficient passion also opens
the opportunity for accommodation on
both parties’ end to have a productive
time in the classroom. If both students
and teachers lack interest, what are the
chances of any kind of learning
happening at all?

What does it all say?

From what we gathered, the ideal
classroom for teachers is where
students are enjoying the lesson, are
contributing actively, and are willing to
open their minds to the teacher’s
approach. They don’t mind if the
atmosphere gets even a little chaotic,
because it shows engagement, and that
is what matters most to them—that their
students enjoy their classes. And for
students, this can only happen if their
teachers actively give off the
impression that they are committed and
enthusiastic about their own classes.

That sounds to us like a significant area
of common ground between teachers
and students. We did not begin this
interviewing process expecting to find
many similarities between the two
views, but our findings depict a
different, much more positive picture. 

Of course, even if there were no
similarities, it is also not to say that the
classroom would be an entirely
unproductive place.

However, not one teacher or student
that we interviewed was concerned
solely with a productive classroom—
there was a common understanding that
students and teachers all wish everyone
in the classroom is satisfied with the
environment and culture. 

And now, given that there is indeed a
distinct mutual ground between
teachers and students, perhaps it will
be easier to make an effort to meet the
other party’s expectations, so that
everyone can leave the classroom
knowing they achieved something that
day and enjoyed doing it.

.

. 
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TikTok content creator, Milana King,
puts the Ukraine Crisis this way,
“Russia is Jake Gyllenhaal, Ukraine is
Taylor Swift. And the rest of the
world has been there, and we
remember it all too well.” Milana King
attempts to explain the Russo-
Ukrainian conflict with the
controversy surrounding Taylor
Swift’s hit song, All Too Well. 

Amidst the current Russo-Ukrainian
conflict, various content creators on
the social media platform, TikTok,
have started posting “yassified”
explanations on the causes of this
conflict. (According to Urban
Dictionary, to yassify something
refers to an act of making something
substantially better than the original
version.) . 

In this case, it manifests in the form
of making a pop culture reference to
make one’s explanation more easily
understood.

With the rise of social media,
journalism has transcended
traditional long-form articles and
eye-catching headlines. Today,
current affairs are presented as
memes on social media, oftentimes
incorporating pop culture references
and viral trends to keep up with the
times. However, student presses
across Singapore continue to adopt
a more traditional form of journalism
that centres around article writing.
With the rise of easily
understandable memes that provide
pocket-sized information on social
media, is there truly value in meme
journalism? If so, should student
presses adopt such new forms of
journalism? 



Meme journalism has made current
affairs much more palatable and
digestible for the youth. Memes
make use of simple pictures and a
few lines of text to present issues
and events in an entertaining
manner, communicating effectively
with youths. 

Memes also bring humour and
entertainment to sometimes dry
news which can pique youths’
interest in current affairs. The
humour, satire and irony observed
through memes is able to engage
them as it creates a sense of
relatability. In student journalism,
this can be seen in the use of memes
to share news. Take River Valley
MUN Press for example. By
leveraging Instagram as a social
media platform, they made use of
memes to share the RVMUN
conference and the affairs
discussed in a humorous yet
informative way. 

There is a dark side to meme
journalism, however. Memes,
although entertaining, possess the
threat of trivialising important and
more serious pieces of news. It is
often criticised for making light of
serious issues such as xenophobia.
Perhaps more importantly, memes
have the power of desensitising its
audience. You can see this
happening with the rise of dark
humour memes. Take this meme for
example.

Morbid, right? Memes that cover
sensitive topics or events such as
that of the 9/11 incident prove to be
problematic and lack the sensitivity
these issues should be dealt with.
Readers would then be accustomed
to seeing these types of content.
Hence, it is highly possible that in
just a few years down the road,
such memes would be normalised,
and in turn, readers desensitised.

https://www.instagram.com/p/CbJkpE0L6n9/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=


Not just that, memes may even
exacerbate the spreading of
misinformation. Due to the attention-
grabbing and reductive nature of
memes, readers would be attracted
to share a meme discussing
controversial news simply because
they find it entertaining. What
happens, then, when the memes
themselves are based on fake
information? The answer is obvious.
With every share, the misinformation
would spread like wildfire. It would
spark widespread discourse based
on a constructed lie. That is how
memes are able to get so viral, and
why student presses should be
cautious when adopting meme
journalism.

Compounded by the fact it is
difficult to guarantee that readers
would do further reading to find out
more about the news, meme
journalism creates a double whammy
of sorts. Readers are in fact more
likely to just swipe past after reading
in search of other relatable content. 

Memes may be able to increase
outreach, but readers are likely to
view them only as temporary
entertainment without truly
understanding their intention and
messages. Given the multitude of
problems that memes can bring to
journalism, it is no wonder that some
student presses still hesitate to
embark on this newfound form of
journalism.

On the other hand, what do the
students who grew up with meme
culture think about meme journalism?
We gathered some perspectives
from fellow students across the
different JCs. Unsurprisingly, most of
them, if not all, agreed and
supported the idea of student
presses adopting memes to publish
news. 

One response specified that,
“students are more likely to read the
articles because they appreciate
memes”. They elaborated that since
“the main aim of student presses is to
let students know more about
current affairs, they should not feel
compelled to stick [to] convention.” 

While this is the case, some do
concede that “there [is] a fine line
between making content that is
easier to understand, and content
that is overly simplified [which] ends
up being more performative than
educational”. 

Additionally, concerns are raised
about the actual reading of articles.
As one response explained, ”if all the
information can be summed up into
infographics or [memes], [readers
may not] see the need to learn more
than they already have from the
social media [posts].” 
This would prove to be a huge
challenge for student presses to
tackle when discussing meme
journalism.



In sum, though there is general consensus that agree on the usage of memes to
publish news, extremely valid underlying concerns and challenges being brought
up calls to question the extent to which meme journalism should be adopted. Our
stance is this—meme journalism should not replace traditional long-form articles
but serve as a complement to it. Journalists should strive to make memes that do
not undermine the severity of the issue. Instead, what the memes should do is to
highlight the main message and not just skim through the surface. That way,
readers are less likely to merely scroll through the abundance of memes. The
humour and relatability of memes would liven up news articles while long-form
writing would provide the much needed context, lessening the spread of
misinformation. All in all, it is about striking a balance - and in our fast paced
world, student presses will come to know this all too well. 

.
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